Chronic T-cell leukaemias. A variant of T-prolymphocytic leukaemias: morphological, immunological and clinical characterization of 2 cases.
In this study we describe 2 patients who appear to suffer from a morphological, cytochemical and clinico-haematological variant of T-prolymphocytic leukaemia (T-PLL). The cells were smaller than typical prolymphocytes, with a regular nucleus containing a smaller and less prominent nucleolus; the alpha-naphthyl acetate esterase (ANAE) and acid phosphatase (AP) cytochemical reactions showed a weaker pattern of positivity in this variant compared to T-PLL. No immunological differences were found between the two conditions with regard to membrane expression and functional behavior of the cells. The clinical course and the outcome of the patients appears to be different: aggressive and rapidly fatal in T-PLL; thus far well-controlled in the T-PLL variant. From a molecular point of view, both cases showed a monoclonal rearrangement of the T-cell receptor beta-chain gene.